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a second expansion strut pair including a first expansion strut positioned adjacent to a 
second expansion strut and a joining strut of the second expansion strut pair that couples the first 
and second expansion struts of the second expansion strut pair at a proximal end of the second 
expansion Strut pair, a plurality of the second expansion strut pair forming a second expansion 
column; 

a first connecting strut including a first connecting strut proximal section and a first 
connecting strut dismal section, the first connecting strut proximal section being coupled to the 
distal end of the first expansion strut pair in the first expansion column and the first connecting 
strut distal section being^coupled to the proximal end of the second expansion strut pair of the 
second expansion column,^ plurality of the first connecting strut forming a first connecting strut 
column that couples the first expansion column to the second expansion column; 

a third expansion strut pair including a first expansion strut positioned adjacent to a 
second expansion strut and a third joining strut of the third expansion strut pair that couples the 
first and second expansion struts at aYroximal end of the third expansion strut pair, a plurality of 
the third expansion strut pair formin^a\hird expansion column; 

a second connecting stmt^hicludink a second connecting strut proximal section and a 
second connecting strut distal section, the second connecting strut proximal section being 
coupled to the distal end of the second expansion strut pair in the second expansion column, the 
second connecting strut distal section being coupltd to the proximal end of the third expansion 
strut pair of the third expansion coluW, a plurality of the second connecting strut forming a 
second connecting strut column that cou^s the secona^expansion column to the third expansion 
column; and 

wherein the first expansion strut of the first expansion strut pair in the first expansion 
column has a longitudinal axis offset from a longitudinal axis of the first expansion strut of the 
second expansion strut pair in the second expansion column. 

1 7.(New) The stent of claim 1 6, wherein the second expansion^strut of the third expansion 
strut pair in the third expansion column has a longitudinal axis that isWset from a longitudinal 
axis of the first expansion strut of the second expansion strut pair of the Isecond expansion 



AppL No.: Not yet assigned PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Page 3 

column. 

1 8. (NeW) The stent of claim 16, wherein the first and second expansion columns are each 
unbroken^continuous structures. 

1 9. (New) \ The stent of claim 16, wherein at least a portion of the first connecting struts have 
first linear sections coupled to joining struts of first expansion strut pairs and second linear 
sections coupled to joining struts of second expansion strut pairs. 

20. (New) The stent of claim 16, wherein at least a portion of the first connecting struts have 
first linear sections/C^uWdtojiedning struts of first expansion strut pairs, second linear sections 
coupled to joining! struts of seconp expansion strut pairs and third linear sections coupling the 
first and second linVar sections. 

2 1 .(New) The stbnt of claim 1 6, wherein at least a portion of the first connecting struts have 
first linear sections coupled to joining struts of first expansion strut pairs, second linear sections 
coupled to joining struts of second\xpansion strut pairs, third and fourth linear sections coupling 
the first and second linear sections. 

22. (New) The stent of claim rofwherein at least a portion of the first connecting struts have 
first linear sections coupled to joinimi/gfruts^of first expansion strut pairs, second linear sections 
coupled to joining struts of second expansion strut pairs, third and fourth linear sections coupling 
the first and second linear sections. 

23. (New) \ The stent of claim 16, wherein the first expansion strut of the first expansion strut 
pair in the first expansion column and the second expansion strut of the third expansion strut pair 
in the third expslnsimrcbiumn have the same longitudinal axis. 

24. (New) [The stent of claim 16, wherein the second expansion strut of the first expansion 
pair in the first expansionNcolumn and the first expansion strut of the second expansion pair in the 
second expansion column haw the same longitudinal axis. 

25. (New) The stent of claim 16 whereirMieJongitudinal axis of the first expansion strut of 
the first expansion strut pair in the first expansipftT^umn has a longitudinal axis offset from a 
longitudinal axis of the first expansion strut o^me^second expansion strut pair in the second 
expansion column. 
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A stent in a non-expanded state, comprising: 
; expansion strut pair including a first expansion strut positioned adjacent to a 
fecond expansion strut and a joining strut of the first expansion strut pair that couples the first 
and second expansion struts at a distal end of the first expansion strut pair, a plurality of the first 
expansion stmt\pair forming a first expansion column; 

a second expansion strut pair including a first expansion strut positioned adjacent to a 
second expansion strut and a joining strut of the second expansion strut pair that couples the first 
and second expansionNstruts of the second expansion strut pair at a proximal end of the second 
expansion strut pair, a plurality of the second expansion strut pair forming a second expansion 
p column; 

a first connecting strut including a first connecting strut proximal head section and a first 

pi \ 

pi connecting strut distal tail sectron, the head section being coupled to the distal end of the first 

S3 expansion strut pair in the first expansion column and the tail section being coupled to the 

fin \ 

X? proximal end of the second expansion strut pair of the second expansion column, a plurality of 
s the first connecting strut forming a firsj connecting strut column that couples the first expansion 
y3 column to the second expansion coh 

a third expansion strut pai/ including a first expansion strut positioned adjacent to a 


m 
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SJ second expansion strut and a thirti joining strut of tjie third expansion strut pair that couples the 
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first and second expansion struts at a proximaPend of the third expansion strut pair, a plurality of 
the third expansion strut pair forming a third expansion column, the first expansion strut of the 
first expansion strut pair in the first expansion column having a longitudinal axis that is parallel 
to and offset from a longitudinal axis of the^rst expansion strut of the second expansion strut 
pair in the second expansion column, and the second expansion strut of the third expansion strut 
pair in the third expansion column has a longitudinal axis^hat is parallel to and offset from a 
longitudinal axis of first expansion strut of the second expansion strut pair of the second 
expansion column, a plurality of the third expansion strut pair forming a third expansion column; 

a second connecting strut including a proximal head section and a distal tail section, the 
head section being coupled to the distal end of the second expansion strut pair in the second 
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expansion column and the tail section being coupled to the proximal end of the third expansion 
strut pairof the third expansion column, a plurality of the second connecting strut forming a 
second connecting strut column that couples the second expansion column to the third expansion 
column, and 

wherein a ra%> of a rhimber of expansion struts to a number of connecting struts is 
selected to provide\a sufficient stent flexibility to permit introduction of the stent through a 
selected blood vessel^ 

27. (New) The stent ofclMm 26 wherein the first and second expansion columns are each 
broken, continuous structuresN\^ 

ew) Nftie stent of claim 26, wherein a width of a portion of the second expansion struts 
substantially theVsame as a width of a portion of the first expansion struts. 

29. (New) The stent of claim 26, wherein at least a portion of the first connecting struts have 
firsrhnear sections coupled to joining struts of first expansion strut pairs and second linear 
sectionsj coupled to joining struts of second expansion strut pairs. 

30. (New)\ The stent of claim 26, wherein at least a portion of the first connecting struts have 
first linear sections coupled to joining struts of first expansion strut pairs, second linear sections 
coupled to joinin^struts of second expansion strut pairs and third linear sections coupling the 
first and second linear sections. 

3 1 .(New) The stent of claim 26, wherein at least a portion of the first connecting struts have 
first linear sections coupmd*tojoihing struts of first expansion strut pairs, second linear sections 
coupled to joining struts of second/expansion strut pairs and third and fourth linear sections 
coupling the first and sfecond linear sections. 

3 2. (New) The stenro^fclaim 26^ wherein the first expansion strut of the first expansion strut 
pair and the second expansioXstrut of^the third expansion strut pair have the same longitudinal 
axis. 

33. (New) The stent of claim 26, whereirrthe first expansion strut of the first expansion strut 
pair in the first expansion column and the second expansion strut of the third expansion strut pair 
in the third expansion column have the same longitudinal axis. 
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jew) A stent in a non-expanded state, comprising: 

a first expansion strut pair including a first expansion strut positioned adjacent to a 
second expansion struWid a joining strut of the first expansion strut pair that couples the first 
and second expansion struts at a distal end of the first expansion strut pair, a plurality of the first 
expansion strut pair forming a first expansion column; 

a second expansion sVut pair including a first expansion strut positioned adjacent to a 
second expansion strut and a joining strut of the second expansion strut pair that couples the first 
and second expansion struts of the second expansion strut pair at a proximal end of the second 
expansion strut pair, a plurality o\the second expansion strut pair forming a second expansion 
column; 

a first connecting strut including a first connecting strut proximal section, a first 
connecting strut distal section and a first connecting strut intermediate section, the first 
connecting strut proximal section being, coupled to the distal end of the first 
expansion strut pair in the first expansion column and the first connecting strut distal section 
being coupled to the proximal end of the second expansion strut pair of the second expansion 
column, a plurality of the first connecting strut forming a first connecting strut column that 
couples the first expansion column to the secoiid expansion column, 

the first connecting strut being non-parallel to the first expansion strut of the first 
expansion pair and the second expansion strut oHhe first expansion strut pair. 
3 5. (New) The\*enTo^f claim 34 wherein the first expansion strut of the first expansion strut 
pair in the first exponsftm column has a longitudinal axis offset from a longitudinal axis of the 
first expansion strut of4he\econd expansion strut pair in the second expansion column.— 


REMARKS 

Claims 1-15 which are being prosecuted in a parent application have been 
canceled from the instant application without prejudice or disclaimer and new claims 16-35 have 
been added. Support for new claims 16-35 is found in Fig. 1 of the application as filed. Fig. 1 is 


